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Abstract:

The Umbra Poets were a group of young
black artists who met in New York City to
discuss writing and politics beginning in
1962. Early leaders of the group included
Tom Dent, Calvin Hernton, and Askia
Muhammad Toure. The Umbra Poets
Workshop Collection consists of oral
history interviews with fourteen of the
poets, conducted by Michel Oren with one
exception, Amiri Baraka, who was
interviewed by, fellow Umbra member,
Lorenzo Thomas. There is also a grouping
of letters from: Tom Dent to Michel Oren
relating to the interviews conducted;
Raymond Patterson regarding poetry
readings which led to the formation of
Umbra; and Dr. Joseph Burke pertaining to
Hernton, 1982-2002. Lorenzo Thomas’
manuscript, “Annotated Bibliography of
the Umbra Workshop 1962-1982” is
included in the collection.

Provenance:

The collection was donated to the
Schomburg Center.

Organization note:

Collection is organized in one series.

Access: Unrestricted access

Reproductions: All requests subject to limitations noted in
divisional policies on reproduction.

Copyright: No copyright information available.

Other Source of Description:

RLIN # NYPW......

Citation:

[Item], Umbra Poets Workshop Collection,
Sc MG 538, Manuscripts, Archives and




Rare Books Division, Schomburg Center
for Research in Black Culture, The New
York Public Library

Index Terms

Names:

Subject:

Container List

Box Folder

1 1 Amiri Baraka Interview, June 21, 1984




2 Art Berger Interview, n.d.

3 Tom Dent Interview, December 25, 1981
Letters Sent from Dent to Oren,
1981-1986
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11 Ishmael Reed Interview, February 8, 1983
RESTRICTED
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