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Description

HISTORY
. The New York Mail and Newspaper Transportation Company was the original
contractor, in 1898, for mail delivery by pneumatic tubes between Manhattan
and Brooklyn. Later on the company became a contractor for tube service
between post offices within Manhattan as well. The New York Mail and Newspaper
Transpbrtation Company was a subsidiary of the American Pneumatic Service
Company and then of that company's successor, the Lamson Corporation of
Delaware. A related company, the Tubular Dispatch Company, was the original
contractor for pneumatic tube mail service in Manhattan.

Mail delivery by pneumatic tubes began in New York during the 1890s. The
service was conceived as a faster method for delivering mail as street
transportation slowed with the increasing congestion of city thoroughfares.
The service was paid for by Congressional appropriation, and was administered

by the post Office Department. Tube service existed between post offices in
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Manhattan south of 125th Street, and between Manhattan and Brooklyn. In
1953 pneumatic tube service ended in New York when the Postmaster General,
claiming the service was too costly, cancelled the New York Mail and
Newspaper Transportation Company's contract. The contract had been signed
in 1951 and had not been due to expire until 1960. The cancellation was
backed by Republicans in Congress who criticized Hubert Humphrey who, as a
member of the Senate Post Office Committee during the previous, Democratic,
administration had sponsored the legislation authorizing renewal of the

contract.

DESCRTPTION

Records, 1897-1955, consist of original and copied letters and documents
pertaining to the company's delivery of mail in New York City using
pneumatic tubes. Documents produced between 1953-1955 concern the cancellation
of the contract and the ensuing litigation. Related companies mentioned in
the documents include the American Pneumatic Service Company, the Lamson
Corperation, and the Tubular Dispatch Company.

Included are: contracts; Post Office Department orders; Post Office
Department advertisements inviting proposals for pneumatic tube service;
reports; plans; proposals; correspondence between Company and Post Office
officials; U.S5. Government documents; and clippings. Of note are seventeen
photographs showing the pneumatic tube systems at the the General Post Office,
New York City, and at the Church Street, Grand Central, Planetarium, and
Gracie stations, January, 1954.

Also included are forty-eight United States Govermment publications,

. 1898-1955, of hearings, investigations, and reports produced by Congress or
the Post Office Department concerning mail delivery by pneumatic tubes

in New York City and nationwide.
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Pneumatic-tube transportation

Pneumatic machinery-Photograph collections
United States. Post Office Dept.

Postal Service=New York (N.Y.)

Humphrey, Hubert H. (Hubert Horatio), 1911-1978

American Pneumatic Service Co.
Lamson Corporation
Tubular Dispatch Co.
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Articles of Agreement ?/13/189? hetween United States (nil Packare
and General Pneumatic Delivery Company and Tubular Disnabtch Company.

Article of Contract 5/31/1898 bolwoen United Staktes ol Awmericn and Now
York Mail and Newspaper Transportation Company{

Post Office Department Advertisement 7/18/22.

Contract 10/21/22 between U.S5.A. New York Pneumakic ZSorvice Company
and American Pneumatic Service.

I1.C.C. Order 6/4/23

Proposal B/29/22

I.C.C, release No.ll969, submitted 10/15/23; decided 12/10/273.
Post Office Department Order 8/1/2',

Plan of System 7/1/30.

Report of Committece to Postmaster 4/173/31.

Advertisement 3/8/32 - letter of transmittal 3/11/72,

Post Office Department Order 3/27/32.

Proposal 4/20/732.

Letter 5/2/32 Post Office Dept. to N.Y.Mail.

Post Office Department Order 6/29/732.- letter of transmitial 7/5/732.

Letter 7/23/32 transmitting contract for period 7/1/192 to 6/70/3%, from
U.S5.Post 0ffice, New York, N.Y. to New York Mail.
Letfer 8/16/32 transmitting above contract (trlﬁlicatﬁ) axccutod by pP.O.

UsS.A., N,Y.Matl and A.P.5.n8 surchy] 7
Photo of above contracV: dated 8/10/32; attached photo of £/16/12 letter

above, letter of 8/25/32 sending contract to Lamson Conpany, and phnto
of New York Mail resolution 8/2/32 authorizing signing.

Post Office Department Order 6/6/3%.

Post Office Department Order 4/4/75.

Post Office Department Order 6/25/736.

Post Office Department Order 8/5/#6.

Proposal 4/5/37.

Post Cffice Department Order 4/8/737.

Post Office Department Order 6/7/37.

Pdst‘OFfice Department Advertisement 9/23/37.

_P?EF Office Department Order 11053 dated 11/11/3?; Ietter of transmittal
ol same date.

Veuspaper proposal 11/12/37 (¥ew York Evening 5un)
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Proposal New York Mail to Postmnster Geueral 12/22/737.
Post Office Department Order 11201 dated 12/29/17.
Proposal New York Mail to Postmaster General 12/30/17.
Letter 12/30/27 to Solicitor, Post Office Dept, fram Hew York Mail.
Lotter 12/31/27 to New York Mail from Acting Postmaster General.
Post Office Department Order 11212 dated 12/31/37.
Photo of contract 12/31/3?, between U.oS5.A., Now York Mail, and A.P.S5.
Advertisement 1/22/138.
Proposal New York Mail to Postmnster General 2/17/78.
" " " 2f22/738.
Post OFfice Department Order 11737"% dated 2/25/7383.
Photo of contract 2/25/38, between U.S.A., New York tMail, and aA.P.35,
Proposal New York Mail to Post OfFfice Department 73//t/733,
Telegram N.Y.Mail te Purdum, 4th Assistant Postmastor Goneral 3/6/138.
Revised proposal 4/7/38; letter of transmittal.

Contract 2/25/38 between U.5.A., New York Mail, and A.[.5. lLetter of
transmittal.

Post Office Department Order 6/24/38.

Letter 6/29/38 to New York Mail from Post Office hHepartment advising
of signing of order accepting 4/7/18 proposal.

Contract 6/29/38.

Photo M " and of letter transmitting same to N,.v.udail from
Post Office Department.

Photo advertisement 11/28/39 -- newspaper clipping ol nroanosal re same,
Copy of proposal of New York Maitl 1/9/ha,
Post Office Department oOrder 2/16/h0,

Letter 3/14/40 New York Mail to Bbth Ass't Postwaster General withdrawing
proposal of 1/9/40 and enclosing new form ol proposal.

Letter 5/20/40 New York Mail to lth Ass't Postmaster General withdrawing
proposals 1/9/40 and 3/14/40 and enclosing new Form of proposal.

Contract 6/13/40 and letter of transwmittal.
Executed contract 6/13/40.

Letter 6/14/40 advising N.Y.Mail of icssuance of order accepting proposal
5/31/“0 subject to appropriations by Consress.

Post Office Department Order 5/17/h1.
Advertiscment 4/z2/h2,

Proposal Tew York Mail 5/26/”?;M“
plneprint contract 6/16/12 Between U.5.4., Y¥ew York Mail, Lamson Corporation

of delawvare and famson Corvorntion,
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Letter 6/22/42 advising New York Mail of issuance of order accepling
proposal of 5/26/42 subject to appropriations by Conpress,

Contract 6/16/&2 between U.5.A., New Yorlk MMail, Lamson Covporation ol
Delaware and lLamson Corporation. Letter transmitting samwe 1o N.Y.2ail
from Post Office Department,.

Post Office Department Order 6/10/7.
Post Office Department Order 12/2/47.

Advertisement 3/25/43,

Printed report of hearing before =ubcommibtbere of thie Committer on Post
Office and Civil Service United States Senate 80th Congress Second
Session on S.1426. 3/29/43.

Proposed contract in response to 13/25/42 ad. Letter of transmitiel to
Post Office Department by N.Y.Mnil. -

Photo of Report of Mr.Langer (Commiltee on Post Of(ice and (ivil Service)
5/ /48, '

Proposed contract and letter of Lransmittal 6/28/48 to Post Ofice lepart-
ment by N,Y.Mail.

Contract 6/29/&8 between J.5.A., New York Mail, LCD and LC.

Triplicate original of above. Lettoar of transmittal te N.Y.Matl [rom
Post Office Department.

Post Office Department Order 8/5/43.
Post Office Department Order 6/22/h9,

Letter 6/30/@9 New York ltlail to Postmaster General dizsputing right of
Government to extend 6/29/48 contract unilaterally.

Letter 8/22/49 to Post Office Department from N.Y.Mail advising of change
from DC to AC.

Reply to above 9/29/h9.
Letter 10/6/49 to Post Office Department from N.Y.iail re conversion.

Report letter New York Mail to Assistant Sup't Post Cifice vunrters re
need for continuation of tube seorvice, dated 10/14/09,

Advertisement 11/7/49.

Letter 11/30/49 New York Mail to Postoffice Department {ransaitiing
proposal.

LLetter 12/22/&9 Fost Office Depaviment to N.Y.Mail ndvicing of acceptance
of above proposal, as amended 12/20/49,

Contract 12/22/09 hetween U.5.A., Vew York 'lail, LCOH and 1.3 transmittal
letter, Post Qffice Nepartment to Mew York ilail.

- Post Office Department Order 1/4/50,

Post. - Office Benartment Order 420235 dated 1/25/50.

Letter 2/20!50 to Consolidated Tdison Comnany of Yew York, Inc. from
Assistanlt Postmaster Genernl reo convevrsion eauipment instnllation.
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Letter 2/23/50 Consolidated Edison to Ass't Postmaster Grnevnal,
letter 2/28/50 ditto, lotter 2/283/50 Post Office Depnrtment tn, C.¥.dietz,
Lamson ()rp., re conversion.

Letter 2/28/50 Albert Goldman, N.Y.Postmaster to I.03."ontapgue, Post O0flice
Insnector.

Letter 3/10/50 Mr.Montague to Postmaster General.
Letter h/ll/SO Assistant Postmaster General To Alberl toldiman,N.Y.Postmaster.

Letter H/lZ/jO " " " to Chief{ Clerl: and bDirector
of Personnel,

Letter 4/21/50 " " " to Chinf Inspeclor.,

Reprint of article [rom STAMPS mnrazine, 4/22/50, *rhe few 5ork Post
Office Underground Pneumatic Tube System.n

Advertisement 4/24/50., lLetter of transmittal Mr. MNyers= to Mr, pietrs.

Letter 5/5/50 to General Sup't of fails sirned by 5 o a1l porsounel,
Subject:~ Proposed elimination nl” New Yark [nter-3tafion Tul's Service.

Letter 5/9/50 Postmaster N.Y.C. (o Insvector Montapue ve Lruck service,

fLetter 5/15/50 to Pastmaster Gennrnl signed by 3 of .y ,Post Office per-
sonnel.

Letter 5/18/50 to Postmaster Gencral f{rom Acting Ass'ht Pastmaster General
{Pureau ol Facilities}).

Letter 5/26/50 to Postmaster Gencral {rom N.Y.Mail enclosing proposal.

lLetter 6/6/50 to Postmaster General signed by 3 of M.v.,.pPost Ofice per-
sonnel with conparison of tube and motor vehicle cosls,

Copies Order 42425 1/25/50, letter 3/10/50, 146645 2/23/50, Letter s5/is/50,
letter 5/18/50, Special Notice under Ovder Yo k2946 W/17/50, cirvcalar
letter E-346 5/2/50; letter 5/9/30; letter 5/5/505 lotier 6/6/50; --
certifind 12/28/354 by Abe YeGrepgor Gofi, 3Solicitor.

L.etter 6/?/50 Postmaster General [(vom Ass*t Postmaster Geuneral jlyers
re operation of tubes after 12/31/50,

Photo Report No.2500 (Calendar Yo.2504} Senate, by itloupivcey, Coumittee
on Post Office and Civil Service 2/1/50.

Letter 3/7/50 to Mr. Dietz from :r. Myers re removal of enuipment from
Brooklyn post office,

Letter 3/28/50 Acting Ass't Postmaster General teo r.Dietz enclosing
praoposed Lill authorizing Postmaster General to enter inla contracts
for transmission of mail by pneumabic f{ubes or other mechanicnl devices,

Letter 10f9/50 Lamson Corporation Lo ilv.ivers re machines in iroolklyn
Post Office.and conferring re continuance ol service.

Letter 10/13/50 in response to abnve,

Tyned copy of 'ouse Report No. 31" 12/5f50 on Prescnl bLaw Governing
Transmission of Mail by Pneumatic l'ubes.

———————— -, T . . . - . ~gre k) H K
Letter 12/5/50 to Chairman on Commitlee of Post 0ffice and Civil Service,
Houvse of llenresentalbives, [(row Postmaster General {cony).
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Photo of report from Comnittee on Post Office and Civil Service 12/5/50,
No. 31b4,

Letter 12/?/50 New York Mail to Mr,.Myers enclosing proposal.

Contract 12/29/50 between U.S.A., New York Mail, LCD and 1C.

Letter 1/10/51 from Mr. Myers transmitting copy of lethtar 1/8/51 to
Consclidated Edison (N.T.Sillwman) and copy of letter 17/2750 to
Consolidated Edison (Mr. C.W. Maytrott), to Mr. Dietaz.

Post Office Department Order 1/12/51.

Letter 5/15/51 to Mr. Dietz from Mr. Myers transmitting capy of letter
from Mr.Myers to National Production Authority re priority,

Reformation of contract 12/29/50, dated 1/29/53.

Extracts from Survey Report 5/28/33 delivered by Goverinmant's attorney
at pretrial conference 1/21/55.

Extracts from report on shutdown test l2/l—?/53 delivered as above,

Photo letter 12/29/53 Postmaster General to New Yorlk ¥Mail vaiding
12/29/50 contract.

17 photos of tube installations January 1954,

LLetter l/?/BQ New York ¥Mail to Postmaster General willi nntice re
declaration of breach by Government.

Letter 1/23/54 New York HMail to Postmaster General with declavation
of breach of 12/29/50 contract.

Letter 2/3/54 New York Mail to Postmaster General re removatl of propercty
from leased post office premises witih intention Lo seek I'mll fdanares [or
breach.

Printed Congressional Record 2/8/5''; covering letter Mr. Dintz to Mr.
Broad, 2/17/5k4,

Letter 2/25/5h New York Mail to Postmaster General pgivingeg nntice re
removal of property.

Letter.3/9/5u from Abe McGregor Goff, Solicontor, in veply te abovo,
Letter 3/1?/5U from New York Mail replying to Mr. Goff's letbter above.
Letter 5/25/5& Mr.Goff to New Yor Mail re repairs to buaildings,
Envelope of newspaper clippifigs.

Envelope containing the iollowing:

Excerpts from A,P.5. annual report 3/31/10, /31/11, /0 /13; report
9 Months Ending 12/31/13; annual report 12/3L/1h, 12/ /15, 12/31/16,
12/31/17, 12/31/18, 12/31/19, 12/31f20, 12/31/21, 2/ /22, 12/31/20,

Excerpts from the Annual Report ol the Postmaster Genrval for the
Fiscal Year 19273.

Report of the Joint Commission on Fostal Service, 1927,
Excerpts from {earings beltore (omnittee on Apprfoprialions lUnited States

Senalte 60Lh Congress First 3ession on . R. 6349,

Release Cor 4/4/30 - Address aof Fostmaster Genaral Wallep p
belore Lhe Bronx Board of Trade /3/730,

. Irown

. . a WwEIEALY MUY S]] OMS tmesel -
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Senate !learing 56th Congress 20 Session, 1898. pPart (11. Socopda-
Class Mail Matter, Pneunatic-Tube Servvice, Ete. Doc.olNa 39, Parti 7,

Report of the Postwmaster-Genernl Relative to the Invaeastipration of
Pneunatic-Tube Systems for the Iransmission of HMnil. 12 ],

Hfouse H0th Congress 2d Session, 1903, j(nvestipatiens as to Pneumstic-
Tube Service for the Mails. Document No. 1220,

Pnecumatic Tube History from Reparts of the Postuaslor tirnern~] 170721910,
Issued by American Pneumatic Service (in., Boston, U.35.A. Compiled by
Geo, J. Murray.

Senate Sixty-Second Coungress 24 Session, Hearing bhrfore the Comad btoe

on Public DBuildings and Grounds, on Underground Pocuvmnbtic fahe Svstom.
June 7, 1912.

IHouse. Post Office Appropriation pDitt, 1913. ifenrings bhelove Suabenm-
mittee No.l of the Committee on the Post Office and 'onst Roads, Joan. 1912,

Joint Caommission of Senate and !Touse, Lo Tnvestignpte the Phncvmatic-Tube
Postal System 1912~1913. Hearingcs, Sunnlement 7/22 o 217 19173,
Report of the Pneumatic-Tube Postal Comaission (Joint) io/2it/1, Docu-
ment 615.

Heariugs before the Committee nn Public Puildings and frounds {(Touse of
Representatives) on {.R. 8008, NO. 7. 1/28/1h,

Prcumatic-Tube Mall Service Henesrk of bthe Conmiftiece ol Lhe st Qfflice
Nenartment 1916,

Senate 64th Conpgress 1lst Session on ![T.1R. 104834, pPhneumntic-lTubn Service.
Hearing before the Committee on Post Offices and Post Neads, 19106,

flouse. Prneumatic Tube Service. ftearings hafore the Commitiors on tho
Post Office and Post Pands, becomber Y, 12, 173, and 1y 1916,
Pnemmmatic-Tube Service= i{learing hbefore the Committee on Post Offices and
Post Roads. Senate. January 171/.

Mouse. Majority and Minority Renorts (Coanmittee on [fozl (Office and pPost
Roads., January 1917.

Annual Report of the Postmaster General Tfor the Fiscal Year anded

June 30, 1917.

Senate Committee Print. 65th Conaress 24 Session DBriets 1217,

Development of the Prneumatic-Tube and Avtomobile Matl Serviece, Sonnte
Committee Print 65th Conpgress 1=t Session. Exeernts {ram Reports. 1917.

Summary of the Pneumatic-Tube Mail Sevviece 3ituation 2/21/1%,

Senate 65th Congress 2d 3ession. Pneuvmntic Tube YMail Sevvien, Renart aof
the Joint Commissian Apprninte:d Lo Investirate the Yalue of Phncunatic Tube
qail Sevvice, erented hy the Act of Congross approved “Iaveh 3, 17217,
together with the Views of a "linorityv Thereon. Docun~ni \n. 171,

Aot making appropriations P, O.bhant, ending 6730718, Public—-=No. 330-60Eh
Conpress (71,R. 19110) e 6/30/) T .
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Brief for New York Pneumatic Service Caompany 10/1/?3 before the
I.C.C. Docket No.14969. Transmission of Mail by Pncumatie Yubes
in the City of New York.

ICC. Report of the Commission 10/15/23. No. 14969.

Annual Reportof the Postmaster General for the fiscat year ended 6/30/23,

Reports to the Joint Commission on Pastal Service by the Conmittens of
Postal Service Officials and the Efficiency Enginenrs, Fart 2. Veols.l & 2,
Part 1 vols.L & 2,

Annual Report of the Postmaster Geneval For Fiscal Yeor eonded 6/30/2,

Senate 68ih Congress Ist Session on 1.M.5VYV49 Treasary and Post Of[ice
Departments Appropriation Biltl, 1925, Tearings belfare o Sohecommittoe
of the Committee on Apvropriations.,

Annual Report of the Postmaster General Fiseal Yeav ecmded 6770730,
Annual Neport of the Postmaster Goneral Fiscal Yer:mr emlnd 6/30/73) .

flouse 71st Congress 3rd Session. Post OfCice Aporoprintion 311, 1992,
ffearings before Subcommittee of "Touse Committer o Apnnronrisabtions,

Annual Report of the Postmaster Cenerval Fiscal Year endest 6/30/737,

flouse 72nd Congress 1st Session. Post Office Apprenvistion il 19373,
Hearings before Subcommittee of ilouse Comwnittee on Anvvonvinbians,

Pneunatic Mail Tube Systems. jlearvings before a sSubrommiliee of the
Commnillece on the Post Qffice and PP'nst Roals. llouse ol Reprosenbatives.
H.R.6, HoR. Lh50, H.R. 7H00.  6/13/35.

House 74th Congress lst Sessioun. Post 0(fice Apnranviation B3iil1, 19730,
Hearing before the Subcomitter ni flnuse Committes on Apnroprcinli ms,

Annual Report of the Postmaster Grneral Fisecal yeav eonded 6/7“/35-

Annual Report of the Postmaster General Fiscal Year ended A/30/736,
Touse ?hth Congress 2nd Session. Post Office Appropriation D2iL1, 19717,
Toaring before the 3ubcommittee of !Touse Conmittee on Apnronriations.

fJouse 75th Congress 1lst Session. Same as above, 1273,

flouse 75th Congress 3rd Session. Jccond Deficiency Appropriabtion 13ill,
Fiscal Year 1938. Reprri Yo.26LDh,

ffouse 75th Cengress 3rd Session. Sccond Deficiency wopropriation 13N
for 1938, iflearings belfore the Subcomniltee of the Counmitles nn ADNDropria-

tions.

flouse 7?5th Congress 3rd Session. Post Office Deparim- nt Approoriation
311l for 1919. iffearings beflore the 3ubcomnmittee of Lthe Commilttee on

Appropriations.
"fiouse 76th Congress lst Session. Same as ahove, 19hn,

flouse 76th Congress 2rd Session. Same as above, 1911,

Postal Laws and Repgulabions 1919,
Honzn 2 Conrress 2nd Session, Treasury-Post O0fficr Hepartments Appronria-
tions Tor 953, fleavings.,

Saure Tor Sennpte, Helt, 72290171,
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