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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

WEST INDIAN (HAITI) COLLECTION

The Antilles are popularly known as the West Indies. This
whole group of islands extends from Florida and Yucatan to Ven-
ezuela. They form by enclosure the Caribbean Sea. The Antilles
fall into three divisions: the Bahamas, the Greater Antilles and the
Lesser Antilles. The Greater Antilles are: Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti
and Puerto Rico. The Leeward and Windward Islands constitute
the Lesser Antilles.

On his first trip to the New World, Columbus discovered the
West Indies. The Spanish explorers and colonizers in their attempt

to reduce the natives, known as Caribs, to slavery, virtually exter-
minated them. Bishop Bartolemé de las Casas urged the substitution

of Negro slavery. He lived to regret this move.

All of the struggles of the European kingdoms over the New
World were reflected in the history of these islands. The British,
Dutch, French and the Danish, were the principal contestants with
the Spanish—and each other. In time these islands came to be con-
sidered among the most valuable of the colonial possessions. The
sugar culture flourished. Slaves, rum and molasses were prime
staples of commerce. Pirates and buccaneers roamed the surrounding

waters.

France in 1635 acquired more or less permanent possession of
Martinique and Guadeloupe. She has retained them until this day.

HAITI
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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

mated the Europeans. The native people as well as the country were
exhausted by the continuous warfare. Many abandoned. the struggle.
Louverture® and Leclerc* signed a peace treaty which designated
the “Black Napoleon” as Governor-General of the island. Through
a ruse Louverture® was seized by Leclerc* and transported to France.
Without the formality of an interview he was imprisoned by Napo-
leon in the Fortress of Joux located in the Jura Mountains. Here
in 1803 Louverture died of want and starvation.

When the blacks received word that their leader had been
tricked and that they were to be re-enslaved, they rose up and drove
the French from the island. Independence was proclaimed January
1, 1804. This was the first country in Latin America to throw off
the yoke of the mother country. Dessalines, relentless warrior and
despot, served as emperor until his assassination in 1806, He was
succeeded by Christophe, popularly known as “Black Majesty.”
Alexander Pétion,* leader of the mulattoes, maintained a separate
state in the south and west. Though better educated and more
democratic within his own ranks, he still detested the former slaves
of the north. On the other hand, Christophe created two of the
most imposing man-made wonders of the Americas: his castles, Sans
Souci and La Ferriere. The ruins of these still stand. Christophe
also encouraged agriculture, trade, public health and education. Ac-
cording to tradition, he Lilled himself with a golden bullet while

revolutionaries were breaking into his palace in 1820.

i te:0n. ® achieved temporary
Jean Pierre Boyer,* who succeeded Pétion,” a

union of the two divisions of th. island from 1.8.22-1844. He secured
the recognition of the independence of I:Ifntn from ‘?anyd(;: :hhe
European states. The United States recognition 'was .th“ axfftep ’:d et
pro-slavery element in Congress until the administration of Presiden
Lincoln. |
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In almost every field, from politics to belles-
;jevement has been remarkable. ‘The pattern
of race relations is quite different from that characteristic of certain
sections of the United States. At the present moment Haiti stands
as the sole completely Negro republic in the Western World. The
Dominican Republic, which shares the island, has a large infiltration

of the Spanisl}\

The 120 manuscripts in the West Indian (Haiti) collection
are chiefly governmental and military documents concerning Tous
saint Louverture,* Henri Christophe* and Napoleon Bonaparte.
Most of these are written in French. There are 14 pieces relating
to Guadeloupe and a half dozen to some of the other areas. With
a_single exception, these are all enclosed in the 101 years 1716 to

1817.

Negro extraction.
lettres, the record of ach
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(Unless_otherwise specified,
written in French. Strict cal

WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

the documents in this collection are
endar form has been violated in entries

9, 11, and 35 due to the nature of the documents.)

v 1716

Oct.

V1755
Sept. 13

v [17637]

vV 1773
June 10

v 1776
Sept. 3

LOUIS [XV], the Dauphin King [of France]

and the present regent, Monseigneur, the Duke of

ORLEANS. To All Concemed:

Fifteen orders concerning Negro claves from the

colonies; prescribe conduct of citizens towards slaves

and masters who visit «Mother Country.”"
Printed. 4 DPp- %. MS. H. D. 17.

Qlegistered at i m"[Parlement of Paris]. [bl]

Duncan GRA ¢ N
Esquires—of"the»lslandwﬁ Antigua, West Indies:
To Slingsby BETHELL [of London, England].

Bond for £20,000 to insure rent and performance of

covenants in lease. ‘
D.S. by Duncan Grant and Jam
imprint of three other effaced seals.

es Doig; sealed;
1p. 131 11, in

Eng\]’:?il:;xesi\: S];?d‘xalrc]l) Gamble, Deputy Register of ?;i
tigua. . _ ’ ‘
(21, Port-au-Princé Haiti.” To “Marie Louise
Negress.” o _
g:ﬁﬁzd‘);of;f ﬁﬂg:i in; [three?] signatures illegibl;l;
fragments of tWO ceals; faded. 4 PP- 13%9:- ‘31
- V}}Qst lr;diés. .To

\, .
William GRANT: Antigu2, f An-
Justinilar: CASAMAl,)IORd“?:rW o D I‘;hr‘;ﬁ;ﬂ;‘,?d °
tigua, but shortly boun £360.
‘ of Negro S1aves: & bert Duncan.

Indenture for sal¢

ooq py Wil Grant

C signed by William ’ V. 5.

s ST R ey e
Witness, Richar ) nch States-

ySABEAU [F
u Roi, Versailles

[Claude Alexandre]d
nt by tribu?

tres Patentes
man], Let ct treatme

Subject: to corre

! e (C,.—- ﬂ/-

NT, James DOIG, Patrick GRANT,-
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. 1781
Oct. 16

1793
July 22

/
1793

July 27

1794-
1796

zens of colonial colored servants visiting France with
their masters; decree 10 judges to stop disorders until
His Majesty [Louis X V1] has considered new rules.

Printed. 3 pp- 9% x7%. MS. H. D. 16.
Sept. 16. Registered at Parliament [Parlement of

Paris], copies 10 be sent to all “Tribunals of the
[s]

Nation.”
LOUIS [XVI] King of France. To the People

Present & To Be.
Decree pronounces any man of color a free citizen of

France, with civic privileges, providing he has the quali-

fications prescribed by the Constitution.
Printed D.S. by two administrators, Leneg, the Regis-
ter, and \f. L. F. Du Port; royal seal. 4 Pp- 9y, x 7%.
[6]

MS. H. D. 15.

Victor HUGUES,* Commissioner assigned by
the National Convention [of France] to the Wind-
ward Islands, Porte de la Liberté, Guadeloupe. To
the Committee of Public Safety of the National Conven-

tion.
n account of expulsion of the English

Dispatch gives an &
cloupe, and the fighting at Fleur d’Epée.

from Guad

Contemporary transcript from G azctte Francaise, nos.
986, 987. Author’s signature. 8 pp- 13 % 8.
A. D. G 4 [7]

The National Convention. To All Subjects of
«Tribunals, and Public

order jssued 1o all

France:
Administrators.” _ i}
Eliminates «Premiums On Slavery.” |
by Garat, and Bonneville, General
1

Printed D.S.

Secre{ary. 10% x 8% MS. H. D. 1L

Special note that original document 11 Paris was
n, President, and by Dupuy and Daw[rlgd].

Secretaries
ilitar ouchers: .
\nadoltlzlcher)s, for soldiers in Haitl, nqmberﬁ;ir:;'gg 1.001
o 1.005, for pmVisions sent t van?u?: mrrﬁssa- e
Hdw.,, signe b vaBTBOU;P i1 : 8‘:0 Vouchrirs of
Iders: . \
partment. fo o folder pages: A few vouchers

various Sizes pa
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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

in English, otherwise in French. Steel file cabinet
Drawer 1. ’

Note on folders: “For a proper understanding of
these papers, reference should be made to Brigadier-
General E. A. Cruikshank, ‘Simcoe’s Mission to Saint
Domingo’ in Ontario Historical Society Papers and
Records (Toronto, 1929) vol. 25, pp. 78-144. See also
the sketch of Sir Adam Williamson in Dictionary of

National Biography.” [9]

—
1795 General Mathieu PELARDY, Porte de la Li-
Apr. 21 berté, Guadeloupe. To Commission of Armies on
Land.

e relative to troops who have
narrates events since his ar-
ture of ship Le Duras by the
burniiiy of ship Le

Acknowledges decre
reconquered Guadeloupe;
rival, troops engaged, cap
English in sight of La Désirade,

Ferme.
ALS. 1p. 18x 12 AD. G. 8. [10]

[1799] Toussaint LOUVERTURE*.? To Citizens of the

Seventh Parish of Gros Morne. . _ _
Year of Ajlitary document containing proclamations, ordi-
the Re- nances, and the addresses of General Tot_:ssamt Louver-
; d during September,

public, ture, issued Mar. 18 to Apr. 4 an grean s
Mar, 18 against the enemies of the mother country and SOcl

to disturbers.
Sept. 21 e 12 pp. 17 x 11. MS. H.D.T.6. [11]
i UVERTURE,* General in Chi'ef
/tITQQJ - ch) Santo Domingo, Cap Frangois,

Se he Army © )
Ye;in(:? ?—faitti.e ch C¥toyen PELLET, Che,arf de Brigade [and
f1e Be Compminer 2 Rty ]f. bsence pending
public, AMilitary dispatch grants leave of a

the 1st ders from General Clervaux. "
Germinal . e[r)_s_ 4 pp. 12 x 172 MS. H.D. T. 7. [12]

[Ma.l". 21] \;rrf '.’: .‘“..“ o I . .
~ 1799 /I}Pﬁ Municipal Administration,
Oct. 3  Guadeloupe.. . which Captains Bonaven-
Excerpts from reg! Pierre Frontin, Jean

Port Louis,

sters, in ¥
les Dandleu,

ture Caillou [?], Char she signature is “Low
i lection, Schomburg
f the MSS. of th}'fﬂ;é’:-cﬁ' curator of h':“ediwn have

1. Here i jori
» a5 in the majority ©
Lerture *—not L'Ouverture.” Lﬂ'”‘.’Fﬁﬁh,;mm \his calendar, t
ollection, also prefers ”Lou"e{;gu-cajcndarcd or the book Ee

used the gpelling found in the

———
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1799
Oct. 3

"
1799
Oct. 4

v
1799
Oct. 4

L 1799
Oct, 4

Descadillas, and Claude Valée [?] declare that [Edme-
Etienne Borne] Desfourneaux,* Agent of the Directory,
had stated that he intended to repulse the agents as
well as the forces sent by the French Republic into the
colony.

Contemporary English translation from original

French of registers. 2 pp. 12x8%. MS. D. G. 13.
Noirtin, who made the cxcerpts, states, “Grouped
and copied as per original.” [13]

Municipal Administration, Forte de la Liberté,
Guadeloupe. To General Mathieu PELARDY, Com-
mander-in-Chief, armed forces of Guadeloupe and de-

pendencies. ) ,
The captains and officers under General Pélardy’s

command demand that his signature be added to the
declaration by Citizen Edme-Etienne Borne Desfour-
neaux,* relating to proposed revolt against the mother

country. .
L.g by J. B. Corot[e], President of the Municipal

Administration, and four municipal administrators
: 4 pp. 9% % 7v%. AD. G. 6.[14]

[names illegible].

The Municipal Administration, Port Louis,
Guade(leoupe. To Citizen Mathieu PELARDY, Com-
mander-in-Chicf, armed forces, 'W_mdward Islands. .

Asks that he undertake mission of former Agen
Edme-Ltienne Borne Desfourneaux,* and that proclama-

i i that effect. .
tlOanSe ll')-:';ucl;iretsgdent J. B. Corote and five municipal

administrators—Vasse in, Pohl, Léonard, Wittox, [[1?5]]

2pp.9x’/4x7%. D. G. 14. :
[Commissioner] RE(}\F tﬁlle,l?l?t{h Rlﬁa‘r[x.)entm,

Guadeloupe. To General ] ﬁepublic ELARD ™+ con

Concerns 1 rticularly that of
ts, pa cu .y b
duct towards popular movemenf’the Executive Direc-

General Desfourneau%,* gent O -

Yo ipsuxe ALGH o
ini i f the o

- soa] Administration o . To

Municipa inie e erté, Cuad ?"i:ig;) o

Fraternité, Porte the
Citizen Mathieu PELARDY, general of
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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

[
1799
Oct. 5

1799
Oct. 6

- 1800
Jan. 5

L. 1800
Aug, 7

A

commander-in-chief, of the armed forces of Guadeloupe.
Declarcs loyalty to him and to the French Republic.
L.S. at the nlaison de F raternité by six adminis-
trators: President Frechon, Bernum, Blanchard, Bou-
cheu and [two signatures illegible]. 4 pp- 12% x[7l7¢].

MS. D. G. 10.

Municipal Administration of [?]

Proclamation commending garrison and citizens for
loyalty to the Republic, when incited to treason by
General Desfourneaux,* agent of the Directory.

Printed broadside. 1 Pp-. 20Y x 14%. MS. D. Gi l181].

oo cee b
Maunicipal Administration, Porte de la _Liberté,
Guadeloupe. To General Mathieu PELARDY, tempo-
rary agent of the Directory to the Windward Islands.
Recommends that former Agent Desfourneaux* re-
main in his place of arrest until his departure for

France. Vasselin, Léonard, Pobl,

L.S. by five admini-trators:
and [two signatures illegible]. 1 P- 12x 7%. MS[.IE].

G. 12.

Central Administy
Ee‘:ié,dcgf:de?:t?pe. e;’;_e;’n Citizen [Gen
1 g .

o resolutions St preceding e p. 12% x8. MS.
tate Ronquier,

D. G. 9.
Witnesses: Secretary of S

tor Deshayeste.

ation of the Departmerft Lc;f

dencies, Porte de la Li-
eral] Mathieu

Administra-
[20

. . dward
French Republic to the Win :;roa:-a]

¢ -2

Consuls of the

Islands. To Citizen e
general, at present at C;;)ragao. 2g6 < of the conSUIs. of
h I;:Ianifﬁsg) a:g]izrﬂfl; = dward [slands concerning
the French kep ) U u
suspension of commerClal mtercoto encourageme hostile
the United States; refers also 10 ° . ment to NOS

. tavian & .
by repreSentatlveS Of.lzealg;:inst French ships;

acts oi American S 1p!

[.‘Jathieu] PELARDY, divi/ .
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1801
" Feb. 20

/" 1801
Aug. 29

1801
Y Oct.[17]

J/ 1801
Oct. 1

Jeannet, Rgné Gaston, Baco de la Chapelle, prominent
citizens and ageats of Guadeloupe and John Adams
President of the United States. ’ : e

D.S. by H. Bresseau at Curacao. 21 pp.

AD.G. 2.

G. F. PELISSIER [/Captain on the staff of Major
General of Guadeloupe], Paris, France. To Minister
of Marine and Colonies.

AMemorial and report on events in Guadeloupe in
[_1799—1800] the year VII [of the Republic] and begin-
ning of the year VIIL. DS 12pp. 12% x8%. A.D.

G. 1.

Toussaint LOUVERTURE,* Cap Francois, Island
of Santo Domingo. To Cantain Richard R. STOWE
[Brig .iurora ot Charleston, S. C.].

Permit to proceed from Gonaives to Port Republicain
with cargo; allows island produce to be taken on board.

D.S. by Toussaint Louverture, Edw. Corbet, British
agent, and Tobias Lear, General Com [mercial] Agent
of the United States at Santo Domingo. Government
seal. 1 p. 12% x 8. MS. H. D.T. 10.

BONAPARTE, First Consvl; Hugues B. MARET,
Sccretary Of State; General [Charles Emanuel]
LECLERG;” DUGUA, Chief of Staff. To the Con-
suls of the Republic and the Citizens of the Island of

Santo Domingo-
AMilitary proc]amation in two parts: I, exhorts them
to rally to their new Chief General Leclerc; 2, pledge of
Chief General Leclerc to deal fairly with the inhabitants.
printed. 1 P- H.D. L.

L

[22] -

17% x 12%2. MS

_ LECLERC:* General in
[Charles Emaaue] ptain General. To the Citi-

Chief, and L i the [cland of Santo
zens of the

0. ] . :

DO?’lrl:)%laims that General Ixerversauh“.ll_n ggzv O?ES%?O

chief. since Treaty of Basle adfleldé flirep s

Domingo to the French Colonid - nrf?gim,e

protection and advantages of/the ne D (25]
Printed. 1 P- 17% x 1473 ’

12V x 7%, .-
—121]

1

sacisige o i
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M
[18017] Toussaint LOUVERTURE,* Bocca Nigua, Santo
Jan. 26 Domingo. To Captain Jean ALMENAR.
Ngtiﬁcation releases the Spanish vessel La Santa
Francisca which had been detained by the Commander
of the Station du Sud. «] wish to hold the good intelli-
gence and harmony which subsists between our two
nations; consequently I give the order you proceed to

vour destination, and secure your vessel immediately.”
D.S. 1p.12%xX 7 [part missing]. MS. H. D.T. 4.
[26]

rtment of Police, Paris, France.

Aug. 1 To Jean PHILIPFE, a Negro, native of Guadeloupe.
Passport issued at Caen for travel between Caen and

Rouen.
atures [illegible] of various

Printed form filled in; sign

hieads of Police Departments of the Empire; sealed. 1P-

15x10. AD.G 7. [27]
n VER-

1808 .  John Joseph James VERNON' and Joh
Oct. 31 NON, County of Lancaster, England. To Justinian

CASAMAJOR. . _
“1ease by J. J- Vernon of W hitehall, near Clitheroe,
and his eldest son and heir, John Vernon

of the first part,

* County of Essex of the secor}dbpafrg\,v axig
.o Casamajor of Potterells in the parisb ol 2 or
{?isrlr:lr:}lsncoumy oJf Hartford and of St. Mary A:lte in tthti
M . 1 ary i
City of ].ondon, Esqul he other part; )eatfi }criir:ision

qtion i f St. Peter, an
of £1,900, plantation in parish 01 e g
- North Sound, Antigua;” €on aining es,
gfaé\ze;"z qla(.l:'(:s for 14 ¥ - 1808, determin
C il the end of 7or 11Y
X

able by Casamalﬁr at seles
D.S. by the three€ parties: “\rg w.LD. V. 1
1S. (28]

i i mutilated-  *
in English, torn and Lincoln's Inn.

Witness, [?] Hanrott, . o
ntigud,
o Jonn Joseph James VER ON, Antig
Oct. 31 Indies. To Justinial ASAM Jf perty lantation,
Inventory and appralsement iy o
- Lawrence Washi ‘ o of George \\'ashl_ﬂ[ﬂonvn& L named he cstaot;
on his \$irgisf’ah&"ﬂ?an{e.hi‘im);ouﬁntsng Crreé'gm‘:j;::fc‘,':’“ﬁm;ral Edward Ve
€

N : )
Mount Vernon in honor of his former & mon.

1684-175 :
(1684-1757), uncle of John Joseph Jam: o gapt w Antigy e
the . John Lugm® on, 1804

' :Ef?‘?i"“ of Vernon's plan
‘“1_‘;:. Amcrica l.aid hy ac
na The History of the Isluti

tation 18 shoWﬂnd
Al surveXs a .
o L Vere &

i of Ant

i
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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION ’

slaves, cattle. implements, etc value 1 3

; t nts, N in all £11,

Jeased by Vernon and his son John Vernon to Casarlx‘:;o?-’ -
10 pp. 16 x 1314, in English. MS. W.LD.V. 2. [29]

411 D£CRES,* M
E ¥ Minister of the Marine and of th
Mar. 11 Colonies of France, Paris, France. To Heirs ofoju]ie: i
RAIMOND [R_—\Y.\IO.\'D]*. : z
Certificate of the death of Julien Raimond, in the L

town of Cap Frangois, Santo Domingo, Oct. 17, 1801,

aged about 57.

D.S. by Dalmas. Brullery,
colonists of Santo Domingo, an
1p. 125 x8. MS. H. D.R. 14

L1814 DEMARINIL [Administrator of Marine De-
May 20 partvnent], Paris, France. To the French Government.
Notes and observations 01 government to be estab-
liched in Santo Domingo and methods necded for restora-

tion of order in the island.

D.S. 14 ppP. 12145 x 8'. MS. H. D. 5.
1Witness, Robiou, a land owner of Santo Domingo.

Prouez, a committee of -
d by Dccres at Paris.
[30]

-(31]

[Gencral] Alexandre PETION* [President of
Haiti], Port-au-Prince, Haiti. To Madame DRYRY

[of London].
Acknowledges her letter of May 14! will be pleased
in Haiti; will promote her proposal for an

to sev her 1
institution for the education of young Haitians.
LS. 1p g, x 81%. AL. H. 12

BOYER* [Haiti]. T

11816
July 26

[32]

v 1817 Jean Pierre o Azéma BOYER
Dec. 8 [his daughler]. ) ) -
.al of a gif

Announces af A P er many

5 S - for her ma

he esteems greatly 0I “her A% . ‘ | ‘
331 A F&iod

t for her governess, whom

1818 ing Hen
Dec. 28 Palace, Haiti. g v the Comte de Limo-
& i gned D} 4 :
Ordnnna’n;s,of cigte and \finis oreign Affairs,
v Royal Gazetter utlines 2 department of
o) e headed by the Minister of




L

L

. WEST INDIAN CO1LECTION

nterior: provides for inspections, semi-
annual reports, and recommendations for building moré
schools, as required; pupils to be segregated at all times
as to sex; names newly appointed judges, clerks of the

t attendants in {he Departmen

court, and cour
4 pp. 14x8%. H. G. 3.

Finance and the 1

t of Justice.
4

Printed.

gricultural reports, Antigua, West .

Quarterly 2
the soil, agricultural

Indies.

Detailed
implements, produ
West Indian with

rological chart for 1818.
In two hands. -2, pp- 1
AD. L bt
1826 Louise LOUVERTURI::*

Dec. 30 deau¥, France. TO ¢
[First President of th
\ew Years greetings from

ALS. 1P oV, x Tle:
\lemorandum attached, perhaps

acknowledgmcnt to be sent Madame

DOLPHIN?] Wes
1l testimony of h

1819
Sept.
and

Dec.

cts raised in
European agriculture; includes .meteo-
MS. W.L

(33}

[née CHANCY], Bor-
Trangois de AARBOIS

1820

Dec. 31 x 8, In English.

. 13.
in hand of Marbois,
Louverture.

of
t Indies. “to a0 only

Henr .
: ysma is Father’s affection

1830
Oct.

ve - - i -
i x5, in English- Bound. MS- W[I3;)]
TOPHE [Prinées_s @ngelina
H. ﬁHl:l%STE-;Ogm di St Guilan, Italy.
f O FIG jtaly- o
i a dairy
has vs:ig-

- 1831 A. A

Sept. 4 )
sendu}’g

Alexandra o ;
To Antonio i l\FIGLI,

reports concerning
West Indies; compares .

—

L rawed
-
! e e
Arwest
)
A &3

]
O
"Lu_,’rbvl A
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WEST INDIAN COLLECTION

I
1835
Nov. 6

“ 1857
Mar. 24

" Jan, 23

—_—_——
1. Gourde was the French

Attached are two explanatory notes: one in Italianm,
one in German, 10% x 8%, both describing the

4x5%,

Princess as the daughter of Henri Christophe,* Emperor

of Haiti. [38]
Attorneys of late Justinian CASAMAJOR,

Antigua, West Indies. To VERNON Estate.

Lists of Negroes belonging to Vernon Estate sold in
1798, 1800, 1813, 1815; extracts from public records
[June 6, 1834], gives names, prices, to whom snld, dates,
attorneys names.

Certified copy by
Antigua, 4 pp. 14}2 x 9, in

FAUSTIN* [SOULOUQUE], Emperor of Haiti,
Port-au-Prince, H

at Sartaigne]. o
Thanks “friend” for letter and wishes him

voyage.”
ALS. 1p. 10x7%. A. L. H.F.18.

John Furlonge, Register of Deeds,
English, MS. W.I.D. V 4. [39]

“Bon
[40]

what happened at

«(Observations of ¢
[Edme-ftienne

Anonymous
e to the ex-agent

Guadeloupe, relativ I
Borne] Desfourneaux=. _

Aclount of military conflict of Oct. 9, 1799; Gent_aral
Paril was not & stranger to the insurrection against
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